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CLINICAL OBSERVATION v. RESEARCH. 


Most veterinarians now recognise that clinical | 
observation and experimental research are mutually | 
inter-dependent, and that neither alone will take | 
us as far as it might have done with the assistance | 
of the other. There are.still a few-— a diminishing 
number— who regard research as of little account, 
and whose whole faith is centred in “clinical ob- 
servation ” and “ practical experience.” The last ex- 
pression is used by such men with an extremely lim- 
ited significance; for they seem curiously oblivious 
of the truth that microscopes and test-tubes are as 
much practical instruments as stethoscopes and 
probes, and require just as much practical skill and 
experience for their proper use, Most of us can 
remember at least one or two practitioners of this 
old school, to whom laboratory work was “ unprac- 
tical” and “misleading.” No doubt laboratory 
work is at times misleading, as every method of 
investigation is liable to be; but those whc hold 
that it is especially so should study the history of 
medicine. There they will find abundant evidence 
that the practical clinician is just as likely to be 
misled as the research worker. 

Tuberculosis affords good instances of the falli- 
bility and limitations of practical experience and 
clinical observation. Practical men once believed 
in the heredity of tuberculosis. The view was 
largely founded upon observation by medical men 
of the disease ‘running in families”; but similar 
evidence in the veterinary’ field, though by no means 
so abundant, was not lacking. Clinical experience, 
again, led to the belief that tuberculosis was incura- 
ble. To a certain extent this was. true; for a 
patient clinically recognisable as ‘tuberculous was 
generally too far advanced for recovery. In those 
days, of course, the disease was only diagnosable by 
clinical examination; and the impossibility of so 
diagnosing it in its early stages is another example 
of the limitations of clinical observation. All the 
tremendous advances of the last thirty years, which 
have placed the control of tuberculosis within our 
power, have come from research; and though 
clinical observation played a part in developing the 
results of research, it was only a subsidary one. 

Many other examples pointing the same moral 
might be adduced, but this will suffice. Clinical 





practice is and will always be very largely dependent 
upon research work for guidance; and the best of 
clinicians are those who refer most frequently to 
the laboratory and its results. Very few in these 


days fail to recognise this; the majority know it 
quite well, but of these there are still not a few who 
do not act upon the knowledge to the extent they 
should, 








POISONING BY VERATRIN. 





A few weeks ago I was instructed by a client to 
get a supply of Bruasco’s Cough Mixture, as he had 
been advised by a friend of his that it was a certain 
cure for a chronic cough. 

I sent to one of the most reliable firms for a Win- 
chester, and I sent a supply to each establishment, 
with instructions as to how it was to be given, and 
also a measuring glass to give the exact dose. 

At one establishment it has been used as 
directed—iirst week one drachm each day, increased 
up to two drachms the second week. I have not 
had any complaints, although three drachms are 
given in some cases. Four drachms is stated on 
the bottle. 

At another establishment four horses are being 
dosed, starting as at No. 1 establishment. 

On Sunday last a dose of two dr. was given to 
each horse at 8 a.m. I got a request at 10 a.m. to 
attend as soon as possible, as one of the horses was 
ill; I got there as soon as I could and found one of 
the horses with the following symptoms :—staling 
constantly small quantities of urine, wretching his 
neck, twitching of muscles, anxious look, and pro- 
fuse salivation: with a state of excitement. I 
diagnosed the case as one of veratrin poisoning. 

The usual remedies for poison were resorted to, 
with stimulants ard strong coffee at intervals. The 
symptoms gradually subsided, and at 9 p.m. the 
horse was ravenous for food, and doing well. bs 

I came to the conclusion that an over-dose had 
been given, although the man said that he had 
only given the two drachms. I still held to my 
opinion until another message came for me to go 
in a different direction to a horse that had been 
out to exercise and come in showing exactly the 
same symptoms, and when I diagnosed the case 
as one of veratrin poisoning I was informed that 
the horse had been having the same cough mixture 
for a week in one dr. doses, and that that morning 
the dose had been increased to two dr. 

I became suspicious that a mistake had been 
made in the dosage by the firm who made it up, 
but this was settled by my client stating that it 
had been got from a firm different to that from 
whom I had got mine. 

I have not used this before: perhaps someone 
could state his experiences. One naturally asks— 
Is veratrin poisonous at a dosage of only 2 dr. per 
diem ? 

HERBERT BIBBEY, M.R.C.V.S 
Swanlow, Winsford, Cheshire. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 





AN OBSERVATION ON THE EFFECT OF CHLORAL 
HyYpRATE UPON THE Horse. 


Some authors, Préger among them, claim that 
an enema of 60 grammes of chloral hydrate causes 
an exaggerated narcosis in the horse within five 
minutes. Witte records a case in which the result 
was different (Zeitschr. fiir Veterinark.). He wished 
to fire a horse aged fourteen years, and gave the 
animal a clyster of two litres of water with 75 
grammes of chloral and 150 grammes of mucilage. 
Anesthesia did not begin to be noticed until forty 
minutes had elapsed. The first applications of the 
cautery produced a reaction manifested by defensive 
movements of the forelimbs; but, notwithstanding 
this, the operation was accomplished without diffi- 
culty. The animal, covered with sweat, was taken 
to his stall and ate tranquilly. At the end of two 
hours muscular tremors appeared; and five hours 
after the administration of the anesthetic the 
animal staggered, fell to the ground, and remained 
stretched out with the eyes closed, in the attitude 
of sleep. A quarter of an hour later he rose spon- 
taneously and commenced to eat. His general con- 
dition was completely normal. It may be deduced 
from these observations that the action of chloral 
a varies in accordance with the individuality 
of the animal.—(Rev. de Vétérinaria Militaria.) 


A MIXED VACCINE AGAINST EQUINE JOINT-ILL. 


W. Schofield published an article upon this sub- 
ject in The American Veterinary Review of last 

ear. 

Articular affections and septic arthritis have be- 
come a serious menace to the horse-breeding of 
Canada and the United States. The symptoms of 
the disease are known to all; and the swelling of 
the joints is so characteristic that a mistake in 
diagnosis is almost impossible. 

Various micro-organisms have been described as 
the infective agent of this disease. In Europe a 
bi-polar bacillus is thought to be the cause. In 
America, and in Italy, the common pyogenic 
germs are blamed; and it is thought that a direct 
relation exists between these articular diseases and 
equine abortion. 

The author has carefully studied the bacteriology 
of twenty-three cases of joint affections. In five 
cases he obtained the bacillus of equine abortion in 

ure culture ; and all these cases came from districts 
infected with abortion. In ten cases he isolated a 
Gram-resisting streptococcus. The other eight 
cases were mixed infections of the coli bacillus, 
staphylococcus aureus, and staphylococcus albus. 
he avthor then prepared a mixed vaccine com- 
posed of fifty million streptococci and one hundred 
millions each of staphylococcus aureus and the ba- 
cillus of equine abortion. This vaccine was used 
upon foals in initial doses of 0.5c.c. tole.c. It 
produced neither local nor general reactions, and 
gave very satisfactory results. The vaccine was 


Ontario district, with a request for reports of results. 
One hundred and seventy reports were received, 
which showed a mortality of 25%, while the aver- 
age mortality in the district had always been over 
66 %. 

Encouraged by this result, the author continued 
his endeavours, augmenting the dose of the vaccine 
a little, and substituting the coli bacillus for the 
equine abortion bacillus in the districts which were 
not infected by abortion. Thinking that the mixed 
vaccine, in addition to its curative properties, 
should also have a prophylactic action, he proposes 
the preventive vaccination of all the foals born in 
severely infected districts. He hopes thus to 
reduce the disease. 


A new TREATMENT FOR SEPTIC WovunpDs. 


L. Lematte, in La Presse Medicale of May 13, 
1915, described the following treatment for septic 
wounds, which he has used in very numerous cases 
with the best results. 

Two solutions, A and B, are used for the treat- 
ment. Liquid A is prepared by well mixing 1000 
parts each of oil of turpentine, alcohol, and ether, 
and one part of fuchsin. Liquid B is composed of 
8 grammes of triturated sodium chloride, 1:5 gramme 
of oil of turpentine, and 1 litre of boiied water, 
added by degrees ; this is stirred for some hours 
and then passed through a moist filter to remove 
excess of turpentine 

Purulent and contaminated wounds are treated 
as follows. A compress soaked with a 12-volume 
hydrogen peroxide solution, to which an equal 
quantity of liquid B may be added, is applied to the 
wound for about 15 minutes. The wound is then 
wiped with sterile gauze, mortified tissues are 
removed with scissors and forceps, and liquid A is 
applied by means of a brush or a little cotton so as 
to penetrate well into the mass of infected tissues, 
which it tinges a beautiful red colour. The wound 
is allowed to dry for a little; and then absorbent 
cotton soaked with liquid B is applied to it, and the 
whole is bandaged. 

The next day, the suppuration is generally already 
much diminished, The mortified tissues assume a 
red-violet tint, and are removed with scissors. The 
healthy cells are bright red in colour; and those 
which are not normal, on the other hand, have a 

ale red tint. The wound is then washed with 
iquid B, wiped with sterile cotton, and liquid A is 
applied to those parts which are coloured pale red. 
At the third and fourth dressing the tissues have 
usually acquired a good aspect, so that the use of 
liquid A may be suspended, and liquid B alone is 
continued for a little time longer. 

In the author's hands, liquid A has greatly stimu- 
lated cicatrization, and has shown a more pro- 
nounced antiseptic action than tincture of iodine. 
Liquid B, in his judgment, is always preferable in 
surgery to boiled water, which is easily infected, 
and which impedes rapid cellular proliferation by 
its hypotonicity. The author adds that, in the 
treatment of fistulous wounds, plugs of gauze soaked 





supplied gratuitously to the veterinarians of the 


with liquid A may be used with advantage.—(La 
Clinica Veterinaria). W. B.C. 
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VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 


The quarterly meeting of Council of the Fund was 
held at 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Thurs- 
day, October 5, at 5 o'clock. 

There were present :—Mr. 8. H. Slocock (in the chair), 
Messrs. P. J. Howard, H. Sumner, G. A. Banham, 
N. Almond, J. Dunstan, F. W. Garnett, and P. J. 
Kelland (Joint Hon. Sec.). 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
E. Alfred West and F. L. Gooch. 

Mr. N. ALMOND proposed, seconded by Mr. Banham, 
and duly carried, that the minutes of the previous 
quarterly meeting be taken as read. 

The PRESIDENT informed the Council that Mr. W. 
Shipley was unfortunately not present owing to indis- 
position. It was the unanimous wish of the Council 
that the Joint Hon. Sec. (Mr. Kelland) should write to 
Mr. nee. expressing their regret at his indisposition, 
and wishing for his speedy and complete recovery. 

The Jormnt Hon. Sec. read a report on the work of 
the past quarter, with list of new subscribers and 
donations. 


REPORT FOR THE PAST QUARTER. 


As instructed by the Council at the last quarterly 
meeting the grant to the Misses M. has been dis- 
continued. 

At the last meeting it was decided that the grant to 
Mrs. J. should be continued. The President might wish 
to read the letter of thanks received from Mrs. J. 

The case of Lawrence B. Farr was fully discussed at 
the last meeting, and, as instructed, a cheque value £15 
has been paid out of the funds to secure the admission 
of this lad into the London Orphan School. The appeal 
for this amount to the members of the profession has 
met with a certain amount of response, but there is still 
£6 12s. 6d. required. Perhaps the Council will decide 
how this small balance is to be obtained. 

Since the last meeting we have had four new sub- 
scribers, with a total of £3 3s. in subscriptions, and a 
further £15 8s. has been received as donations. I attach 
herewith list of these. 

Since last meeting an appeal for help from the fund 
has been received from the relations and friends of the 
widow of the late Mr. 8S. J. Y. of P. (who died recently). 
The correspondence might be read. A form of appli- 
cation was duly forwarded to Mrs. Y., but this has not 
yet been returned. Perhaps the case might be left in 
the hands of the President and Secretaries, should there 
be any urgency. 


List of new Subscribers and Donations received since 
last Quarterly Meeting, July 6th, 1916. 


Subserthers. 





Brittlebank, J. W., Manchester £1 1~°0 
Cabot, D. A. E., London, S.W. 10 6 
Hare, J. V., London, S.W., 10 6 
Woods, Capt., a.v.c., on active service 1 1 0 
£3 3 0 
Donors. 

Bolton’s Cinema, £1 13s. 6d., £4 7s. 64., 
£3 10s., and £3 10s. £13 1 0 
Heatley, Capt. T. G., a.v.c.. Woodbridge 2 2 0 
Jack, D. 8., re Bowls Tournament 5 0 
£15 8 0 


The PREstpENT read a letter from Mrs. J., thanking 
the Council for the continuance of the grant. 

On the proposition of Mr. Dunstan seconded by Mr. 
Banham, and duly carried, it was decided to continue 
the grants to all the old recipients. 











The Council were informed that the grant to the 
Misses M. has been discontinued as instructed. 





Correspondence from relations and friends of the late 
Mr. 8. J. Y., of P., appealing for help for the widow, was 
read, and after due consideration, it was resolved, on the 
proposition of Mr. Sumner, seconded by Mr. Howard, 
that, pending further particulars which the Secretaries 
are collecting, the Executive be empowered to grant re- 
lief to Mrs. Y., up toa sum of £5 to meet any urgent 


needs. 

The sum of fifteen pounds, required to cover the 
amount paid to the Londou Orphan School for the en- 
trance of Lawrence B. Farr to theschool in September, 
was partly covered by the response to the appeal made 
through the Veterinary Press, and the balance was sub- 
scribed by members attending the meeting. 

The usual vote of thanks concluded the business of 
the meeting. 


List of Subscribers to the Lawrence B. Farr Fund. 


MacLeod, D., 28 Blythswood, Glasgow,W. £1 1 
Snmner, J. & H., 15 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool 1 1 
Banham. J. A., 294 Cherryhinton Road, 

ay 
Litt, W. E., St. John’s House, Shrewsbury 
Garnett, F. W., Dalegarth, Windermere 
Kitchin, J. E., Finsbury, London, E.C. 
Slocock, 8S. H., Hounslow, Middlesex 
Almond, N., Cambridge Road, Kingston-on- 


ames 
West, E. Alfred, 102 Drayton Gardens, 


(etl aiianetl alll ood 
cooooo 


South Kensington, S.W. 10 - 
Bradley, Dr. O. Charnock, ore (Dick) 

Veterinary College, Edinburgh 10 
Carter, — 10 


Dunstan, J. Liskeard, Cornwall 

Fairbank, D., Leintwardine, Herefordshire 

Foreman, W.J., Leadgate, Co. Durham 

Hatch, John, 32 Denning Rd, Hampstead, N.W. 

Howard, P. J., Ennis, Co. Clare, Ireland 

Lawson, Alex., Manchester 

Mettam, A. E., Ryl. Vety. Coll., Dublin, Ireland 

McKinna, J., 20 Ramsden Street, Huddersfield 

ai _ 

Price, T. S., Lower Kennington Lane, London 

Stockman, Sir Stewart, Bd. of A., London, S.W. 

Holl, A. C., New Buckenham Attleboro’, 
Norfolk 5 
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ANNUAL REporT OF THE CIVIL VETERINARY DEPART- 
MENT, UNITED PROVINCES, FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
Marcu 3i1st, 1916. [|Abridged.] 


Owing to the development of the department, and the 
extension of its operations, it has b2en necessary to 
make some changes in its organisation. There will 
eventually be three circles in the provinces each in 
charge of a superintendent, with three subordinate sub- 
divisions under the supervision of deputy superintend- 
ents. Up to the present, owing to the war, a third 
superintendent has not been appointed, but two circles 
with headquarters at Lucknow and Meerut respectively 
have been formed with sub-divisional offices at Bareilly 
and Allahabad. I held charge of the department 
throughout the year, and Mr. C. W. Wilson carried out 
the duties of second superintendent. 

Tours of Oficers—1 was on tour for 121 days, and 
travelled over 16,315 miles by rail and 1253 by road. [ 
visited 20 districts, during which time inspections were 
made of the veterinary hospitals and dispensaries. 
District stallion stands, and horse, sheep and cattle- 
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breeding tracts were also visited. The departmental 
cattle farms at Muttraand Kheri, also the stallion depot 
at Moradabad necessitated frequent attendance by me 
during the year, and the stud bulls, the young equine 
and bovine stock and the various experimental flocks of 
reg | were all periodically ym Visits were made 
to the co-operative credit dairies at Lucknow and 
Benares, and advice as to the management and feeding 
of the stock was given. When possible, the offices of 
the deputy superintendents have been inspected, and the 
work of veterinary inspectors and assistants supervised 
and checked. Agricultural exhibitions, horse and cattle 
fairs were attended, and tours were made over the 

rincipal tonga lines for examination of the ponies. 

ersonal visits were made and investigation was carried 
out in 17 outbreaks of contagious disease. I visited 
Bombay for the purchase of stallions and to supervise 
the landing of the recently imported English cattle, and 
attended Amritsar fair for the purchase of cattle and 
buffaloes. 

Mr. C.W. Wilson toured for 116 days during which time 
he travelled 9,717 miles by rail and 696 by road. His 
tours ranged in 28 districts where the work of the sub- 
ordinate staff was checked and veterinary hospitals and 
dispensaries inspected. He visited most of the stallion 
stands in his circle as well as the stud bulls maintained 
by districts. He attended the annual exhibitions and 
fairs at Etawah, Bulandshahr, Muzaffarnagar and 
Saharanpur and inspected the tonga lines in his circle. 
Where outbreaks of cattle disease occurred inoculations 
were supervised. He attended the Agricultural Con- 
ference held in Pusa and was es to Lahore to act 
_— board of examiners at the Punjab Veterinary 

) " 
M. Niaz Muhammad, Deputy Superintendent, Bareill 
sub-division, was on tour for 126 days during whic 
time he travelled 6,258 miles by rail and 570 by road. 
His time was re chietly in inspectiou of veterin- 
ary hospitals and dispensaries and supervision of the 
inspectors and veterinary assistants. He visited the 
Moradabad depot and the stallion and bull stands of his 
division where he inspected and checked the young 
stock. Outbreaks of contagious disease were investi- 
ey and he attended the agricultural exhibitions at 

igri(Moradabad), Budaun, Aligarh, Saharanpur and 
Meerut. 

Mr. T. S. Davies, Deputy Superintendent, Allahabad 
sub-division, was 106 days on tour and travelled 7,986 
miles by rail and 425 by road. His tours mainly con- 
sisted of inspections of hospitals and dispensaries and 
supervision of Government stud animals. He attended 
outbreaks of contagious disease and checked the work 
of veterinary inspectors and assistants. 

S. M. Raza Husain, who was recently appointed as 
third Deputy Superintendent, travelled 1,122 miles by 
rail and 113 by road. He was employed chiefly in con- 
nection with the recently introduced cattle-breeding 
scheme and attended the two cattle farms for the 
selection and issue of bulls and supervision of agri- 
cultural operations. He also toured through the tracts 
where sheep-breeding operations are in progress. 


VETERINARY INSTRUCTION. 


Eleven students were this year selected for training 
in veterinary colleges as scholarship holders. Three 
have been sent to Bengal and eight to the Punjab veteri- 

college. Of students already undergoing a course 

of study, two in the final class at the Bengal college have 
their examinations and joined the department, 

the three in the second year class have also duly passed 
into the third year class, and the remaining three have 
successfully passed their first examination. Of the 
Punjab students, two passed their final examination and 
joined the department, two in the second year class 
passed and were promoted to the third year class. Out 





of eight students in the first year class five passed and 
joined the second year class, one failed in one subject 
but has been permitted to go up for re-examination in 
June, and two have been removed. 

The United Provinces Veterinary Medical Society 
which was started in 1912 by members of the civil 
veterinary staff is continuing to do good work and is 
yearly increasing its members. A circulating library 
comprising up-to-date scientific works is now being 
established in connection with the institution. A well 
attended and successful meeting was held this year at 
Meerut. 

Various bulletins on the question of cattle improve- 
ment, protection of live stock against contagious disease, 
stock feeding, sheep breeding, etc., have been published 
and issued during the year. 

I read a paper on the subject of dairy cattle at the 
recent co-operative credit conference in Lucknow, and 

rsonally gave lectures to the various squadrons of the 
Tinited Provinces Horse on horse management and other 
subjects. 

Deputy Superintendent M. Niaz Muhammad con- 
ducted a series of lectures accompanied by magic 
lantern demonstrations to cultivators and others at the 
Tigri, Budaun, Aligarh, Saharanpur and Nauchandi 
(Meerut) fairs. 

TREATMENT OF DISEASE. 


The chief feature of this year’s returns has been the 
very considerable decrease in the number of deaths from 
contagious disease. The total mortality notified from 
the whole of the province being 9418 only as compared 
with 26,916 of the previous year. Although there has 
been a substantial reduction in the death rate from 
hemorrhagic septicemia, anthrax, blackquarter, foot- 
and-mouth disease and surra, the most striking decrease 
appears to be found in connection with rinderpest. 

Equine.—The figures here only refer to cases brought 
directly under the notice of the civil veterinary depart- 
ment (z.e., other than A.V.C. and Army Remount Dept.). 

Eleven cases of glanders and farcy were detected 
during the year, and occurred in the districts of Dehra 
Dun, Saharanpur, Moradabad, Allahabad, Jaunpur, 
Basti and Lucknow. A sum of Rs. 37 has been awarded 
in compensation during the year for compulsory 
slaughter of animals to poor owners to whom the loss 
would be very severe. 

It is very satisfactory to note that only a few cases of 
surra have occurred during the year. his decrease is 
believed to be due to the unusual scarcity of certain 
blood-sucking flies which generally make their appear- 
ance at that period of the year known as the surra 
season, and which are thought to be responsible for the 
spread of the malady. Five cases were either known to 
bave succumbed to the disease or were destroyed. 

As usual many cases of tetanus have this year been 
reported by veterinary assistants of which 66 proved 
fatal. This malady amongst animals is much more 
prevalent than is generally supposed, but except in cases 
actually brought toe the veterinary assistants notice 
difficulty is experienced in obtaining accurate informa- 
tion. 

Two hundred and two cases of strangles have been 
eoperses, out of which 22 proved fatal. Here again it 
is believed that many more cases occur than ever are 
notified to this department. 

Cases of horse pox, piroplasmosis, influenza, anthrax, 
rabies, as well of other diseases caused by internal and 
external parasites have been met with, but up to the 
present it has not been found practical to introduce a 
reliable system for obtaining returns. 

Bovine. During the year under report there has been 
considerable abatement in the ravages of rinderpest and 
very few districts were seriously affected. Wherever it 
appeared inoculation campaigns were organised, with 
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the gratifying result that only 3767 deaths have been 
recorded inst 19,839 of last year. 

Hemorrhagic septicemia pease in 36 districts and 
1593 are said to have succumbed as against 1765 of last 

ear. Two hundred and fifty-four cattle were immun- 
ised by the vaccine method and 3841 were inoculated, 
and both with generally satisfactory results. 

There has roe been a satisfactory decline in the 
prevalence of blackquarter. It appeared in 15 districts 
and 252 deaths only have been reported. In those places 
where the disease appears to recur periodically vaccina- 
tion was rescrted to as a preventive measure and 183 
animals were treated by this method. Protective vac- 
cination is probably responsible to some extent for the 
steady decrease in the death rate. 

Foot-and-mouth disease. During the year the pro- 
vince has suffered less severely than usual from this 
scourge. The reported losses were 1448, the mortality 
being chiefly confined to young stock or old weakly and 
decrepit animals. 

Apart from the losses by death from this disease it 
causes much inconvenience to agriculturists, especially 
during harvest or ploughing seasons. The veterinary 
assistants have been kept very busy throughout the 

ear in attending and treating cases of this disease. 
ere funds were available, medicines have been dis- 
tributed free to owners of affected cattle. 

Reports of anthrax were received from 25 districts 
and 738 animals perished. Owing to the nature of this 
malady, its sudden onset and rapidly fatal termination, 
it is only in a few cases that veterinary assistants are 
able to reach the seat of trouble in time to be of any 
assistance. It is not easily diagnosed by laymen, and 
often is mistaker for other diseases. 

One hundred and twenty-eight head of cattle are re- 
ported as having died from other contagious diseases, 
which include pleuro-pneumonia, tuberculosis, contag- 
ious abortion, etc. 

Contagious diseases amongst other animals. Wide- 
spread respiratory disease among goats and sheep has 
been met with in several districts this year. Banda 
alone reporting a mortality of over 1000. A special en- 
quiry regarding the disease of sheep and goats will be 
made during the coming cold weather. Canine dis- 
temper, rabies, fowl-cholera and various parasitic ail- 
ments were responsible for deaths among the smaller 
domesticated animals. 

Preventive inoculation. During the year under report 
inoculations have been conducted in 225 outbreaks of 
disease and 18,661 animals were treated by this method 
as against 78,194 of last year. This enormous decrease 
is naturally due to the very limited prevalence of con- 
tagious disease in the province as previously reported. 

Other diseases. Veterinary assistants have this year 
during their tours visited 16,783 villages and have treated 
28,763 animals for diseases other than those already 


rted. 
— addition to this they have castrated 342 animals 
and attended 38,613 cases of contagious diseases ex- 
clusive of those animals treated in hospitals and dis- 
es. 

Investigation of disease. Many interesting specimens 
have been submitted to the laboratory at headquarters 
by veterinary inspectors and assistants, and also from 
district authorities, for bacteriological and pathological 
examination. Satisfactery work also been carried 
out at the Experimental and Research station at Bad- 
shahbagh. Investigations were conducted in connection 
with kamri, pleuro-pneumonia in sheep and goats, gillar 
barsati, akrah, fowl-cholera, piroplasmosis, etc. A series 
of experiments to determine the most economical and 
effective form of drug treatment for the numerous para- 
sites of sheep and cattle are also being carried out. At 
the request of the Imperial Entomologist, Pusa, certain 

of parasites have been collected and sent to him 





for investigation. The prophylactic and curative effects 
of distemper vaccines and pneumonia phylacogen have 
been tested.. An enquiry into the methods adopted in 
the Burma Meat Trade has been omgeent and pro- 
posals for more efficient management have been sub- 
mitted. Rules are being framed in consultation with 
the district boards concerned for the proper sanitary 
control of this industry. 

Cattle poisoning. Ninety-three cases of criminal 
cattle poisoning have been reported from districts. 
These were investigated and handed over to the police 
to deal with. 

Veterinary hospitals and dispensariee. There are now 
77 hospitals or dispensaries in the provinces as against 
61 of last year, being a substantial increase of 16. The 

eneral public and district bodies are realising the use- 
ulness of these institutions and the necessity for in- 
creasing the number wherever possible, and it is satis- 
factory and encouraging to be able to record that the 
total number of cases treated during the year at hos- 
pitals and dispensaries was : outpatients 77,904, and in- 
patients 6572, making a total of 84,476—an increase of 
16,674 on last year’s return. 

(To be concluded.) 





PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Lords, Thursday, Oct. 26. 
Cast Army Horses. 


The Eart or Dersy, replying to the Earl of Mayo, 
said that all cast Army horses in Egypt, Salonika, and 
Mesopotamia were slaughtered. In France they were 
all to be sold for meat slaughter in the presence of an 
officer of the British Army. There was a reservation in 
the case of mares that might be capable of breeding in 
France a good stock of horses for the future. 


In the House of Commons, on Tuesday, Oct. 24. 


EXPERIMENTS ON Livinc ANIMALS. 


Sir George Greenwood asked. the representative of the 
National Insurance Commissioners whether the experi- 
ments upon living animals with chlorine performed 
by Dr. Flack in the laboratory of the Medical Research 
Committee between July 2nd and 22nd, 1915, were paid 
for by moneys provided by Parliament out of the 

neral taxation of the country under the National 
coment Act ; whether his attention had been called 
to the nature of these experiments ; whether such 
experiments were oe described in the annual 
returns as experiments in the nature of simple iaocula- 
tions, hypodermic injections, and similar proceedings, 
and as experiments not involving a serious operation : 
whether they were performed undera scheme ot medical 
research pre by the Medical Research Committee 
under the National Insurance Act ; and whether he 
would lay a copy of any such scheme upon the table of 
the House. 

Mr. Charles Roberts (in a written answer) replied : 
The answers to the first, second, and third paragraphs 
of the question are in the affirmative. In reply to the 
fourth ph, I may say that schemes approved by 
the chairman of the Joint Committee under Section 7 
(1) of the Regulations would not include details of the 
particular manner in which, or the particular experi- 
ments by help of which, a given scheme of research is to 
be carried out. In the present case the work was 
sanctioned as a piece of research which was 
for the solution of certain medical questions of imme- 
diate national urgency in the war conditions July, 1915, 
but which was likel oo: knowledge of the 

r 


to 
greatest value in medical work for the civil pepulation. 
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Clydesdales. 


We printed recently portions of an article on the 
shortcomings of some present-day Clydesdele breeders 
which appeared in 7'he Nor’ West Farmer, ag 
in Ma t. The following note from Zhe Nort 
British Agriculturist of October 19, gives a very prac- 
tical commentary on the opinion expressed by Mr. Alex. 
Galbraith, the writer of the article previously quoted. 


ss me ey men had a valuable object lesson at 
Lanark on Friday. The bill of fare for the day was 
two-year-old geldings—the class more than almost any 
other that tests the commercial aspect of matters. 

Whenever a big, open, growing-like colt came into the 
ring, even if he were a bit rough, there was immediately 
a shoal of bids with generally a start about £50 and a 
finish in the neighbourhood of £70 to £80. The genteel 
kind, on the other hand, were rarely started at more 
than £30 to £35, while the auctioneer had infinitely 
more trouble in getting these to £50, than he had in 
getting the others to £70. The fact does not augur that 
everything is wrong with the breed, but only that 
breeders should not overdo flashness of bone or hair, 
— endeavour to take weight and pith along with 
these.” 





The Property in a Prescription. 


An action was recently brought in the Honiton 
county court against Messrs. Hinton & Lake, a firm of 
druggists at Sidmouth, by Mr. H. Le Brasseur. The 
plaintiff's wife consulted Mr. C. W. Grant-Wilson, who 
gave her a prescription which she took to the defendants 
to be made up. The prescription was not returned to 
her, and her husband asked that it should be, but his 
soqnens was refused, the defendants saying that they 

undertaken, at the request of Mr. Grant-Wilson, not 
to return his prescriptions to patients unless he ex- 
ay authorised them to do so. In the case in question 

r. Grant-Wilson refused to allow the prescription to 
be returned, but afterwards enclosed a copy of it to the 
plaintiff when sending him a receipt. The plaintiff 
claimed the return of the prescription, or 15s. as its 


cost. 

Mr. Grant-Wilson, in his evidence, stated that the 
course adopted by him with regard to prescriptions was 
taken for the protection of the public, and he illustrated 
the danger of allowing prescriptions to be retained by 
the patient by saying that not infrequently a medicine 
ordered for an adult was given, without any medical 
man being consulted, to an infant. He had requested 
d ists to inform him whenever a patient asked for 
the return of a prescription, and he made a practice of 
writing on prescriptions which might properly be handed 
back without question the words “ Return to patient.” 

The solicitor for the defendants pointed out that the 
prescription was of no value to them, and that they 
were only contesting the case on the question of prin- 
ciple and in order to keep faith with the medical pro- 
fession and with Mr. Grant- Wilson. 

His honour Judge Lindley held that no property in 
the document had passed to the plaintiff, as the pre- 
scription had only been handed to the patient in order 
that it might be conveyed to the ists to be made 
up, ins of the medical man himself sending it. The 
action therefore failed and the claim was dismissed 
with costs. 








Jeannie came back from school ina state of breathless 
excitement. “Oh, mummy,” cried she, “a horse 
fell down in the road outside the school, and they said 
they would fetch a horse doctor, but when he came he 
wasn’t a horse at all ; he was just a man doctor.” 


Cruelty to a cow. 


A case of cruelty is brought to our notice, heard at 
Queen’s County Cheever Sessions. The complaint, as 
usual, was not one in which the unfortunate animal 
received any consideration, but was confined to the 
interests of the plaintiff, a King’s County farmer, who 
sought to claim damages for alleged breach of warranty 
over the sale of acow. It appeared that plaintiff bought 
the cow as being in good condition, but when driving 
her home from Roscrea he noticed a hump on her back, 
and later on she lay down for some time. She died two 
days later, and, he believed, from tuberculosis. A wit- 
ness, who opened the cow, said he found the heart, 
liver, and lights were gone, and there was nothing but 
matter. 

Defendant held there was nothing wrong with the 
cow when he sold her, and believed it must have been 
milk fever she died of. 

The judge said he was satisfied that there was some- 
thing wrong with the cow when sold, and accordingly 
gave a decree for the amount claimed (15 5s.) and 
costs. 

The fact most patent in the case is not the loss suf- 
fered by the buyer, but the suffering that must have 
been endured by the stricken animal, both while being 
driven to the fair, and while having to walk a long 
journey to plaintiff's home. The wonder to us is the 
animal managed to get so far alive. But the conflicting 

rties, or their ju did not seem to wonder.— The 

armer’s Gazette (Dublin). 





Cruelty charge at Sheffield—dismissed. 


Peculiar evidence was tendered on Wednesday, 18th 
ult., in the second court of the Sheffield Police Court, 
before Messrs. W. L. Angell and B. W. Winder, ina 
charge brought by the local branch of the R.S.P.C.A. 
against Harry Muscroft, 58, Hawksworth Avenue, 
fruiterer, who was charged with omitting to provide 
such proper care and veterinary treatment for a horse 
that it was caused unnecessary suffering. 

One Inspector of the Society said that in consequence 
of information he received he went toa field and saw 
=e. (Laughter). Then he went to a stable in 
which defendant’s horse was and found it suffering from 
a wound in one leg. 


Another Inspector of the Society said he “had seen 
the horse verbally” some time before. It was in a low 
state. 


A veterinary surgeon called by the prosecution stated 
that he had seen the horse on the 7th July, 17th July, 
the 22nd eR Ors and on the last three Sunday 
mornings. e had given the man a lotion for the 
wound intending to clean it prior to an operation. The 
wound healed up, but broke out further up. He had 
operated upon it and it was healing up falsely, and in 
all probability it would break out in another place. 

e Bench, without mesa | for evidence for the de- 


fence, dismissed the case.—. ld Daily Telegraph. 








Anglo-Franco-Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund. 


The following additional donation is reported :— 


Western Counties V.M.A. £2 20 
Previously reported 240 18 3 





Total £243 0 3 
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Exemption of V.S. at Swindon—Adjourned. 


Mr. F. H. W. Cundell, veterinary surgeon, applied for 
the exemption of his qualified assistant, John Hewer, 
who is 32 years of age, married, and has two oune 
children. Temporary exemption was given in May to 
Mr. Hewer so long as he remained in his present occu- 
pation. The military megane however, asked for 
the re-call of the certificate, on the ground that Mr. 
Hewer’s occupation is not one of the certified occupa- 
tions and that it is no longer necessary in the national 
interest that he shall continue in civil employment. 

Mr. Kimber was understood to say that a commission 
would be offered to Mr. Hewer in the Army Veterinary 
Corps. In these circumstances he had nothing to do 
but to ask for a reversal of the Tribunal’s previous 
decision. (Mr. Kimber is Military Representative.) _ 

Mr. H. Lemon, who appeared for Mr. Cundell, said 
that Mr. Hewer was more useful to the nation in his 
present position than he would be in the Army. Mr. 
Cundell had been in practice in the neighbourhood for 
many years. In addition he farmed 200 acres of land, 
using it for the breeding of horses, which was an industry 
of first-class importance at the present time, and also for 
breeding and fattening cattle. It might be suggested 
that Mr. Cundell might do Mr. Hewer’s work. That 
was not so. The farm took up a great deal of Mr. 
Cundell’s time ; but in addition to this he had for many 
years past specialised in the treatment of horses and had 
a reputation extending over the whole of the south of 
England. He, therefore, had not time to deal with the 
ordinary agricultural work of the district, which was 
undertaken by Mr. Hewer. The latter formerly had 
the assistance of a young man, but owing to the 
demands of the Army he had been lost, so that Mr. 
Hewer was now doing the work of two men. The 

vious day he received a letter from the Swindon 
ranch of the National Farmers’ Union on this subject 
along with a petition signed by all the infiuential 
farmers and stock-breeders in the district, including Mr. 
J. B. Stevens (president of the branch), Mr. T. S. Tayler 
and Mr. H. J. Horton (vice-presidents), Mr. J. K. 
Coleing (chairman of the Rural Tribunal and the Board 
of Agriculture’s representative on the Tribunal). Alto- 
ther there were 110 signatories in support of Mr. 
Gundell’s claim for Mr. Hewer’s exemption. They said, 
that as an expert in the treatment of cattle, it was felt 
that his services were indispensable to the dairy farmers 
in the district. In view of the need for maintaining the 
national food supply it was of the greatest importance 
that Mr. Hewer’s services should be retained in civil 
life. If taken into the Army he would be employed on 
veterinary work ; but as a matter of fact Mr Hewer 
was now attending to 300 Army horses in the neighbour- 
hood. In the Army he would probably have to lock 
after a greater number of horses, and his services to 
cattle breeders would be lost. 

The Town Clerk: Are there not other veterinary 
surgeons able to do the work he is now doing 

Mr. Lemon replied that there were. Mr. Cundell 
could do it ; but the breeding of horses was an important 
branch of his work. On the farm there was one animal 
worth £7000 ; and no one would care to leave valuable 
brood mares of great value in the care of unskilled men. 
All the men now on the farm were old. 

Mr. Kimber said men could be got to do the work. 

_ Mr. Walters said that if the matter were of such vital 
importance to the farming industry the Tribunal ought 
to seek the advice of the Board of Agriculture. 

Mr. Kimber: They will support the application. 

After further discussion it was decided to adjourn 
the case for a month, with a view to consulting the 
Substitution Board. — 

Mr. Kimber remarked that there was no reason why 





a Lancashire man should not, for instance, do as good 
work among the cattle as a Wiltshire man.—7he North 
Wilts Herald. 

[The Register R.C.V.S. gives the names of four men 
at Swindon.] 





Some problems of Epidemiology. 


To those of our readers who concern themselves in 
epidemiology, the following notes will be of interest, 
they are contributed to The Lancet by Dr. Haven 
Emerson, commissioner for the Department of Health 
in New York. ‘ 

Concerning the outbreak of acute poliomyelitis in 
New York, he says :— 

1. We have had no case among the 30,000 children in 
institutions for orphans, etc.,in New York city. By 
institutions I do not mean hospitals or such places as 
day-nurseries, but the permanent homes of children out- 
side of families. These institutions are under the 
supervision of the Department of Health, and we 
excluded all visitors at the beginning of the epidemic 
and maintained as usual the two weeks’ quarantine for 
all children on admission, /.e., two weeks for isolation 
and observation before admission to the general living 
rooms, dormitories, and dining rooms. These institu- 
tions have the same water, pasteurised milk, and the 
same food as other children. They are no more pro- 
tected against flies and mosquitoes, but are probably 
less afflicted with fleas and bed-bugs than many poor 
homes. Nota single case up to date, and the children 
are of all the most susceptible ages. 

2. No case has been found on Barren Island, an island 
in Jamaica Bay, Borough of Brooklyn, where 1300 people 
live, and upward of 350 children. All city garbage is 
rendered on the island, also all dead animals are reduced 
to their commercial elements. There is no general 
water supply ; the water is from shallow wells. No 
sewerage, no roads, no loca] garbage removal, little good 
sanitation in or out of homes, abundant flies and 
mosquitoes, and an ignorant population of low-grade 
Poles, Italians, and coloured people working in and 
about the rendering plants. They are geographically 
and socially isolated from all but the rarest contact with 
the rest of the city. 





Cases. Deaths. 
New York City (Sept. 30th) 9,029 2286 
New York State, exclusive of 
New York City (Sept. 14th) 2785 318 
Connecticut (Sept. 18th) 677 Not report’d 
Massachusetts (Sept. 19th) 671 95 
New Jersey (Sept. 19th) 3,495 775 
Pennsylvania (Sept. 20th) 1,278 313 
1,7935 3787 





An overman’s powers. 


Sheriff Principal Anderson, k.c., has given judgment 
in a case of much interest to farmers. The point con- 
cerned was whether the award of the overman in a 
Dumfriesshire farm reference could be set aside by a 
court of law. Mr. John Borland, Auchencairn, Close- 
burn, as overman in the Pennyland arbitration, found 
the outgoing tenant, Mr. John Barrie, now farmer in 
Battlehill, Annan, entitled to £158 for the oats crop, but 
the ingoing tenant, Mr. John Dobie refused to pay the 
sum on the ground that the award was defective, being 
faulty in form, and he counter-claimed £216 on grounds 
connected with the taking over of manure, the age of 
the live stock, and the keep of some sheep. The Sheriff 
decided that the overman’s award must stand, holding 
that the overman was “master and final judge” of all 
matters competently submitted to his decision. He 
accordingly gave decree in favour of the outgoing tenant, 
dismi the ingoing tenant’s counter-claim, and ordered 
the latter to pay the expenses of the lawsuit. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VS. 





The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1916 to the College funds :— 


A. 8. Brooksbanks, Manchester £1 1 ~«°0 
H. E. Hornby, G_V.S., Fort Jameson, 

8S. Africa 1 1 0 

J. A. Matheson, Lieut. a.v.c. ee 

H. W. Robson, Laurencekirk 1.4.9 

A. J. Sewell, Eaton Square, W. 1010 0 

H. Walpole, Vety. ape Leamington 1 1 0 

Previously acknowledged 801 19 6 

£817 14 6 


The funds of the R.C.V.S. have just benefitted to the 
amount of £169 6s. 8d., per Mr. A. J. Sewell, the result 
of a reversionary legacy of £200 left by the late Mr. 
Herbert Sewell, m.x.c.v.s., who died in January, 1901. 
He graduated from the London College in May, 1850, 
and subsequently entered the Army Service. (See V.2., 
Jan. 19, 1901.) 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
Extracts from London Gazette, 


War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Oct. 26. 


Reeuiar Forces. Army VETERINARY Corps. 


Temp. Lieut. R. Burriss relinquishes his commn. on 
termination of engagement (Oct. 12). 
Oct. 28. 

Lieut.-Col. W. D. Smith, p.s.0., to be temp. Col. while 
holding a special appmnt. (Oct. 4). 

Temp. Lieuts. to be temp. Capts. :—T. G. Millington 
(July 15); J. W. Lazenby (Oct. 14). 

To be temp. Lieuts.:— W. G. Burndred, A. A. Higgins 
(Oct. 9); J. Forbes, J. N. Glass (Oct. 16). 


CANADIAN A.V.C. 


Oct. 25. 
The date of the prom. of Lient. F. D. Shaver to the 
a rank of Capt. is Sept. 4, and not as in Gazette, 
pt. 22. 
To be temp. Lieut. :— Actg. Farr-Sergt. L. E. L. Taylor, 
1250513, from Canadian Art. (Sept. 25). 


Oct. 27. 
Lieuts. to be Capts.:—S. D. Roy (Aug. 21); T. R. R. 
Hoggan (Sept. 28). 





The following casualty is reported :— 
Drep—L.-Cpl. R. V. Buxton, 8427 P. 





MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY-APPLICATION. 


Sir,—In your last issue Prof. Woodruff charges me with 
discourtesy to him in the remarks I made regarding the 
above at the Council meeting on the 9th inst. I can assure 
Prof. Woodruff I had no such intention—I merely stated 
facts—and I am sorry he should construe them as being 
discourteous to him. 

A point I wish to emphasize, and which may clear Prof. 
Woodraff’s mind, is—that the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeens is not responsible for the disabilities which he 
complains of—yet he tries to gain his point, i.e., the re- 
moval of them, by throwing the onus of rejecting his peti- 





tion on the Council of the R.C.V.S., who, had they assented 
to it would at the same time have recognised the most per- 
nicious system of examination in existence. 

y Frank W. Garvert. 





Sir,—There are three ways of exercising parental author- 
ity. The first is the Roman father method—still existent 
in some cases, but a bit ancient, and very unproductive ; 
the second is by a policy of repression and negation; the 
third is by taking the offspring into one’s con‘idence and 
being a true counsellor and friend to it. When a parent 
adopts the second method it is long odds on him getting a 
nasty shock-—a rude awakening one day, and finding that 
the offspring has become the boss. When he tries to carry 
out the third procedure hc often experiences happiness and 
that content which comes from seeing one of his represent- 
atives ‘‘ fight the good fight,’’ and make good. Our Council, 
in connection with the Melbourne University, seem to have 
adopted—very unwisely—the second course. Was it be- 
cause it required the least effort and indicated nothing 
constructive and progressive? There ought to be more cam- 
araderie between a parent and a young, vigorous, and by 
no means undistinguished scion, than that indicated by cold 
print without any warm handshake. We cannot conceive 
that the Melbourne University would neglect clinical prac- 
tice, surgical technique, and the examination of horses as 
to soundness in a course of instruction for their veterinary 
diploma. We feel sure they will produce satisfactory evi- 
dence on these points. If the operations at the Melbourne 
University on living subjects are not numerous—‘“‘tell it not 
in Gath, publish it not in Askalon,’’ are there not in our 
own Isles similar homes of instruction where the conditions 
for seeing practice are very scant? 

There is room ir the parent body for broader thinking, 
for wider surveys, for taking stock of its duties as a parent 
body and why it exists. Surely it is the time now, if ever 
there was a time, to think imperially, and not insularly and 
parochially. 

I am afraid the Privy Council will not think much of the 
veterinarians of the British Isles as a body for the way 
they have dealt with the Melbourne University application. 
The pages of our Register show how many Colonial gradu- 
ates eccupy Government positions. We can draw our own 
conclusions from them. If the offspring never get a sip of 
the cream they will soon tire of the low standard of the 
milk, and either begin to keep cows of their own, or 
look elsewhere for suitable nourishment and sustenance. 

Yours truly, 
G. Mayan. 


P.S.—I think the profession ought to know the names of 
the two members of Councii who voted against the majority 
on this occasion. 





A DISCLAIMER. 


Sir,—In reply to your anonymous correspondent, J.P., 
in last week’s issue of The Veterinary Record, re my article 
on Interdigital Abscess of the Dog, I wish to mention that 
the Mr. Heinemann mentioned in my notes was neither 
described by me as my consultant, or as a bacteriologist, 
as J. P. would wish to convey, which he will readily notice 
if he re-peruses my article. It was through his (Mr. 
Heinemann’s) instrumentality that the preparation of the 
vaccine was carried out by a bacteriologist of his acquaint- 
ance, he himself simply acting as the medium. 

For the further information of J. P., I desire to state 
that Mr. Heinemann was at one time a fellow-student at 
the Veterinary College, and is still a personal friend, 
although holding no qualifications. 

I regret that J. P. has been at such trouble to have to 
look through the Register, as he says he has done, and 
deplore the fact that he has to resort to a mom-de-plume, 
which is rather suggestive of the fact that the gentleman 
he mentions is already not altogether unknown to him. 

Yours truly, 


College Ruad, Harrow. GeEorcE Yates, F.R.C.V.S, 


\ 
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The Prolificity of opposite Twins. 
To the Editor of The Lancet. 


Sir,—The belief mentioned by.“ H.S.S.” in your issue 
of Oct, 21st has probably arisen from the experience of 
cattle breeders. The name “ free-martin ” was given by 
Bewick to a cow-calf twin-born with a bull-calf. It has 
been known from ancient times that she usually proves 
barren. The subject has been studied by Spiegelberg 
(1861), Dr. Berry Hare and Professor Bateson. Sterile 
free-martins occur only rarely in sheep (Bateson). A 
clue to the understanding of this subject has recently 
been given by the paper of Professor Frank R. Lillie, 
entitled “The Theory of the Free-martin” in Science, 
1916, N.S. xliii., April 28th, pp. 611-613. He finds that 
in cattle a twin pregnancy is almost always a result of 
the fertilisation of an ovum from each ovary ; develop- 
ment begins separately in each horn of the uterus ; the 
ova meet and fuse in the small body of the uterus at 
some time between the 10 and 20 mm. stage. The blood 
vessels from each side then anastomose in the connect- 
ing part of the chorion. A particularly wide arterial 
anastomosis develops so that either fetus can be 
injected from the other. The arterial circulation of 
each also overlaps the venous territory of the other, so 
that a constant interchange of bl takes place. If 
the twins be hetero-sexual the reproductive system of 
the female is largely suppressed, and certain male 
organs even develop in the female. This is unquestion- 
ably to be interpreted, he says, as a result of hormone 
action. It is uncertain whether the invariable result of 
sterilisation of the female at the expense of the male is 
due to more precocious development of the male hor- 
mones or to a certain natural dominance of male over 
female hormones. Lillie found in a fertile cattle free- 
martin that the two chorions were entirely unfused ; 
thus he explains the existence of the fertile free-martin. 
The sterile free-martin is sterilised at the very beginning 
of sex-differentiation, and for a a time afterwards 
male hormones circulate in the blood. Yet, in spite of 
this, the reproductive system is for the most part female 
though tly reduced. Further work is promised by 
Lillie. If man resembles cattle in this matter, then the 
case mentioned by you forms an exception to the rule. 
It would be difficult to prove that a sterile “human 
free-martin ” is sterile because of her hetero-sexual twin- 
birth, for the causes of sterility in women are many. 
But the question for the statistician is “Are most 
human free-martins sterile?” 


I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 
Lendon, N.W., Oct. 21st, 1916. Leonarp J. Kipp. 
P.S.—I have given Professor Lillie’s description almost 
verbatim. 








An enthusiast on the Shire Horse. 


Several of the Breeders’ papers have recently been 
printing correspondence on the merits and demerits of 
the Clydesdale and Shire. It is an open secret that 
the Clydesdales have not been improved by following 
some judgments of the showyards, as well as by errors 
in n-breeding and lack of the corrective of veterinary 
examinations—adopted some years since by the Shire 
Horse Society. e following a a are from a 
letter by Mr. T. Middleton, Little Chester, Derbyshire, 
in The Farmer and Stockbreeder ; evidently the opinions 
of a man who has the courage of his convictions. Much 
of the letter is made up of notes on pedigrees, which 
are subsidiary to the main argument. 





“Tam like many a northcountryman. Thirty years 
I thought the Clydesdale far the best, and probably 


and Darnley were the leading sires. They were cer- 
tainly not the type of any of the oc saa we | prize 
winners. A photograph of Prince of Wales before me 
now is exactly what Shire men call a stock horse—high 
crested, lean head, full of muscle, lengthy, light of 
barrel, strong forearm. His legs appear to carry abund- 
ance of hair, which hangs from the front of his knees 
over his feet. He is just the class of horse that the 
writer would go miles to see, and would be greatly dis- 
appointed if such, as a Shire stallion, did net prove a 
great success.” 
“Sir Everard created the present breed of leadin 
rize-winning Clydesdales. e was himself a mem 
orse, but when mated with his ewn blood, Darnley, 
he produced Baron’s Pride, and whether it was he who 
set the present type or a leading judge of that time I 
cannot answer. Just as Bates and Booths boomed their 
cattle, the Scotsmen boomed the Baron’s Pride, until 
now it is time for them to change their fashion.” 
“J.H.,” like myself, isa Northerner. He differs from 
me in one respect, as he has never been impressed with 
the Shire stallion. To look and examine one, as I did, 
in lamplight at the opening of the late Shire Horse 
Show in February, would create a lifelong impression. 
His massive proportions, with quality, cannot be equalled 
by any other breed of stock. Rickford Coming King, 
Clansman, and many others too numerous to mention, 
ought to please any Scotsman. Of the stock-horse ty 
or noted leaders there are Childwick Champion, Bab- 
ingly Nulli Secundus, Norbury, Menestrel, Tatton Dray 
King, etc., and they all trace back to the horse that Mr. 
Drew took into Scotland to breed from. Scotsmen made 
a great mistake. Would they not like some of those 
wide, clifty mares, with feet and pasterns that corres- 
pond with each other, that are adorned with the beau- 
tiful feather that spreads on the London tan each time 
that they start with their perpetual motion, and heads 
carried up in a lofty position? Would they not like one 
of our so-called stock horses, even if his feet and - 


terns were considered stumpy and common com to 
the Baron’s Prides we saw lumbering round the ring at 
the Royal ? 


Yes, keep the name of Clydesdale attached to them. 
We want none of their gait, head-on-the-ground style. 
We are thankful that Mr. Drew left Lincolnshire Lad’s 
most famous son in England—viz., Lincolnshire Lad 
2nd (old grey horse), the sire of Harold, which left 
Prince Harold, which in turn left Lockinge Manners 
and Lockinge Forest King.” 

“ Regarding the treatment and growth, the Shire lives 
out of doors eight months out of twelve. The Clydes- 
dale is house-kept eight months out of twelve. He is 
fed on hay and corn ; the Shire, on chaff, dam with 
water. His legs are never dry from slush and mud in 
winter. But I will give the Northerner his due—he is 
far better horseman, pays better attention to grooming, 
cleans and brushes his charges, and finally polishes up 
with a good whisp of straw or hay; whereas the Seuth- 
erner is quite content to curry his charges the contrary 
way, which gives, I admit, a nondescriptiveness that 
‘). H. mentions.” 





Clydesdale Horse Society and 
Joint-ill in Foals. 


At a meeting of Council of this Society held in Glas- 
g° —Mr. Jas. Kilpatrick, Vice-President, in the chair, 

r. George A. Ferguson moved the adoption of the 
minutes of two meetings of the committee on joint-ill. 
The committee, with the professional gentlemen who 
had been invited to join them, met at the second meet- 
ing in Glasgow, on Tuesday afternoon, Oct. 24. All the 
professional gentlemen invited attended, and there were 





had their day up to that time. Prince of Wales 





resent at the meeting Mr. George A. Ferguson, Mr. 
Wm. Brown, Mr. James Kilpatrick, Mr. Robert Park, 
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members of eatin em the Secretary (Mr. Arch. 
MacNeilage), Mr. W. Barber, Prof. J. R. U. Dewar, 
F.R.C.V.S., a8 representing the Board of Agriculture for 
Scotland ; Prof. Matthew Hay, m.p., Aberdeen ; Prof. 
Muir, F.R.s., Glasgow ; and Dr. James Ritchie, Edin- 
burgh, as representing the medical profession ; Prof. 
O. Charnock Bradley, of the Royal Dick) Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh ; Prof. J. R. M‘Call, Glasgow, and 
Mr. Wm. Brown, F.R.P.8., M R.C.v.s., Aberdeen. Letters 
cordially accepting nomination to be associated with the 
committee were read from each of these gentlemen. 

A letter was read from Lord Midleton, Applecross 
R.S.0., giving some useful information, and indicating 
that it was ible a similar investigation might be 
carried out in England. A cordial welcome was ex- 
tended to the a gentlemen by the chairman 
who specially thanked the representatives of the medical 

fession, to whom the committee would be greatly 
indebted for their work on the bacteriological side of 
the ae. 

Mr. William Brown, Aberdeen, submitted a memor- 
andum which he had. prepared specially with a view to 
the information of the professional gentlemen, so that 
they might be able to apply their minds to organisin 
the work. After an expression of opinion oom all 
present as to the lines to be followed, Prof. Muir indi- 
cated three lines of investigation—(1) Whether there 
was one disease called joint-ill, or whether several spe- 
cific diseases may not be included under that one desig- 
nation ; (2) whether there is such a thing as infection 
before birth——that was an essential int ; and (3) what 
skilled assistance would be available at the present 
time. 


Mr. Barber, to draft a mme of investigation cov- 
ering these two lines—(a) the collection of evidence from 
breeders and veterinary surgeons as to the prevalence 
and nature of the disease ; and (4) to inquire regarding 
workers to carry out the bacteriological investigations, 
and the places in which to conduct all needful experi- 
ments and research, and probable cost; and (2) to 
authorise the convener and secretary, on receipt of his 
programme, to nt the same to the Board of = 
culture for Seotland with a request for assistance. Mr. 
Wm. Brown was appointed convener of this special 
committee. E 
Mr. Ferguson said that they were very much gratified 
with the progress that had been made. The inquiry 
might be long, and it was possible that it would be 
costly, but it was all important that they had been able 
to make such a good beginning. Mr. William Brown 
seconded. The report was unanimously adopted. 


CAWDOR CUP—VETERINARY EXAMINATION. 

The Chairman moved the adoption of the report of 
this committee, which contained slightly amended con- 
ditions as applicable to the fifth challenge Cawdor Cup 
for stallions. In view of the introduction of the regis- 
ters of the two Boards of Agriculture which have taken 
place since the conditions attached to the fourth cup 
were adopted, the clause relating to the veterinary ex- 
amination would be to the effect that all horses com- 
peting for the Cawdor Cup must be subject to veterin- 
ary examination before the competition, but that those 
which were on the register of either Board would be 
exempted from this examination. The committee fur- 





_It was unanimously resolved (1) to remit to the scien- | 
tific members of the committee, with the convener and 


ther recommended that the contract for — the new 
cup should be placed with Messrs. Elkington & Co., the 
cost for a complete cup weighing 140 oz. being £55. 
The report was adopted.—W.B.A. 











DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 



























































Foot- ies 
Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t ——_ Swine Fever. 
+ Di : ange. { 
; Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- | 504. | ani. | Sheer bemeh 
Period. breaks) mals. | Out- | Ani- /breaks| mals.} 04.) mais.| 5°8>-| Out- | Slaugh- 
breaks) mals. ” breaks | tered. * 
(a) (a) (d) (d) (b) (a) "a 
Gr. BRITAIN. l ' 
Week ended Oct. 28 | 11 17 1 1}; 14] 20 2 39 21 
: 1915 ~...] 14 15 8 | 38 15| 36 1 59 197 
ee ee ii4 | 10 | 11 3| 6 1 99 | 702 
ge 6 7 3 6} 25| 44 7 62 | 710 
Total for 44 weeks,1916 ...  «.. | 453 | 536 1 24 | 44 | 112 | 1849 | 4098 | 205] 3803 | 8910 
© - 1915 ... | 477 | 542 | 20 | 234 41 73 | $703 111513 166 | 3450 | 14937 
cErenponcing 1914 ... | 620 | 679 | 24 | 194 86 | 265 | 1530 | 2642} 159] 3682 | 35508 
period in 1913 .. | 458 | 507 130 | 322 | 2108 | 4158} 148] 2110 | 27650 























t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 31, 1916 





+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— Middlesex 1 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 









































Outbreaks | és 
IRELAND. Week ended Oct. 28 | ove eee oe 16 3 17 
1915 ... one woe 2 6 3 40 
Corresponding Week in 1914 ... ee ee eee ove 1 5 6 13 
1913 ... ous see 1 1 1 6 oe | 
Total for 44 weeks, 1916 8 7 | eee 58 366 277 1596 
1915 1 1 te 1 38 4 346 219 1256 
Corresponding period in {1914 ... 1 1 ose ove 1 434 178 880 
1913... of exe 1 1 110 429 126 822 














t of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dablin, Oct. 80, 1916 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Norz.—The figure for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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